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Review Summary: This is a refreshingly original contemporary fantasy novel. Discipline takes the reader on a 
trip to hell & back; and many places in between. Very enjoyable. 
 
Rating: 78%  
 
Review in a bit more detail:  
I’d like to say upfront that I went to school with Joel and he’s an old friend of mine. I bought the book (to 
read, not with the intention of reviewing it), but then when I started to write another review for a book on 
Goodreads, I thought: ‘what the hell!’ (Pun intended). 
 
Discipline is told from the first person point of view of Tom Corloni, a very aware young child who lives in 
the small fictional town of Bongong near the southern end of New South Wales (Australia). At least I think 
it’s fictional; I’ve not been able to find it on Google and when I search it returns a few websites dedicated to 
Indian food.  
 
From the start it is very obvious that Tom isn’t normal. Not only does he see things that normal people don’t, 
but he also perceives the world very differently to an average child the same age. At times it seems like Tom is 
a little ‘too’ developed for a boy his age, but it becomes apparent that this is key to the developing story. The 
opening scene sets the tone of the book: the self-aware baby reacting to the world he sees, Tom’s own 
baptism ending with the presiding priest’s prophetic words: “You little bastard!”  
 
Set in the modern day, the story takes us through Tom’s adventures and misadventures growing up in 
Bongong and his interactions with some very interesting people. The setting was quite good and well-fleshed 
out. The supporting characters were solid and added real value as the story progressed. I like how Joel pops in 
bits of humour throughout to lighten the mood of what could be a very dark story. I suspect Tom would not 
have developed in quite the same way if he were in a city, for example. Fundamental to the story were the 
small-town relationships that only a ‘local’ builds with the people around him. 
 
Joel’s ‘system’ of magic is well thought out and despite (in my view) being a little bizarre, is not too far-
fetched to seem unrealistic. He gives good explanations of how magic is created and how it behaves. The only 
drawback (I think) is that he goes into a little too much detail and leaves out a little of the mystery. But having 
said that, the occult-like magic works well with the alternate world he has created. Fans of black magic won’t 
be disappointed. Similarly Tom’s interactions with martial arts practitioners will appeal to fans of self-defence 
and action.  
 
As I said in the summary, I enjoyed it. It’s not like anything I’ve read before. 
 
Pete Diggins 
5 July 2014 
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