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Review Summary: James Maddox thinks his girlfriend Emelia died from a brain tumour. But his dreams 
suggest that something more sinister may have happened. The unseen face - is it a doctor dismembering his 
dead girlfriend Emelia? Is it her executioner? Clearly something very strange is happening. Read on… this is a 
good book. 
 
Rating: 85% 
  
Review in a bit more detail:  
 
I received this novel for free in exchange for an honest review.  
 
The story is told from the first person point of view of 22-year old James Maddox, the guy who is about to 
throw himself off the top of a high rise building. Why is he in this dire situation…? I’m glad you asked…! 
 
His girlfriend Emilia has died from a horrible brain tumour and he never really got over it. Mind you, he also 
lost his mother at the same time. And when I say ‘lost’, I don’t mean ‘misplaced’. She died. Quite rightly, you 
would imagine that these two traumatic events may have had a bad effect on James’ mental state.  
 
James’ tenuous grip on reality is thrown into turmoil after he receives a letter from the man convicted of 
murdering Emelia. Two problems: 
1. The letter says “I’m innocent”, and 
2. James thinks Emelia died from a brain tumour.  
 
So clearly something weird is going on, either with James recollections or that a horrible crime was 
committed. So James sees a psychiatrist about his dreams; dreams which feature his dead disembowelled 
girlfriend Emelia. Meanwhile his best mate Richard and new girlfriend Jennifer try to make sense of the mess 
that James has become. 
 
James tortured ramblings and self-doubt for some reason put me in mind of some of Edgar Allan Poe’s work. 
Probably the lyrical but macabre view of the world expressed by James when left by himself for too long. 
This often dark viewpoint (including swift emotional changes and outbursts) together with his attempts at 
uncovering the truth of what happened to Emilia was interwoven quite well with everyday interactions with 
the supporting cast.  
 
Having said that, I suspect that The Unseen Face will appeal to fans of Edgar Allan Poe, Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, or probably any other author with three names.  
 
I found it quite enjoyable.  
 
Pete Diggins 
24 July 2014 
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