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Review Summary: This is quite a graphic collection of very short stories. At times explicit imagery and 
descriptions that deliberately set out to shock. But at the same time Garrison’s short stories make you think.  
Some confronting diary-like essays written to highlight psychiatric anomalies that cause suffering or an 
impaired ability to function in ordinary life, often far outside what is ‘normal’ society.  
The author advises that he himself has been diagnosed with multiple psychiatric disorders and that alone 
makes these stories an interesting read.  
 
Rating: 50% 
  
Review in a bit more detail:  
 
I received this novella for free in exchange for an honest review.  
 
I’m at a bit of a loss to write a review about these stories, as generally they are all quite short (most only a few 
pages) and often the subject matter (many consistently dark and humourless) is, like the telling, poles apart.  
 
Reading these stories was difficult, as often I felt a dream-like state was being described. Hugely-improbable 
circumstances chopped and changed on the page; again it’s why I felt I was reading about someone’s dreams 
that invariably jump from one unusual circumstance to another. One example was where a crime was 
committed; and later that same day the criminal had been sentenced and sent to jail. 
 
I have to congratulate Garrison, firstly for having the courage to write and put his work in the public domain, 
and secondly to write about often taboo subjects as he does.  
 
Having said that, the chaotic nature and essay-like quality of the stories themselves had me in mind of a high 
schooler who was trying to shock their teacher into taking notice, or seeking a confrontation perhaps? 
American Darkness is genuinely difficult to read. But I think that is because as readers, we tend to try to 
visualise and understand the world we enter when we turn the pages of a book; we try to enter the psyche of 
the characters and relate to them. I could not understand Garrison’s world, nor relate to any of the characters 
and that made it hard to follow his writing. 
 
Garrison, like the rest of us, needs to keep writing and to continue to dedicate time and effort to improving. 
 
 
Pete Diggins 
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