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Review Summary: Yngwie J. Malmsteen is arguably the paramount technical metal guitarist on this planet. 
And possibly several more planets as well. He has written a fascinating memoir that is presented from his 
unique perspective on life, music… and his undeniable confidence in his own ability that many find too 
abrasive. 
 
Rating: 80% 
  
Review in a bit more detail:  
 
Anyone who knows Yngwie Malmsteen’s work generally falls in to one of two extreme categories - you either 
love him or hate him. He revolutionised metal guitar in the 80’s, combining elements of classical music with 
the speed and volume of heavy metal.  
 
I found it hard to have any empathy for Yngwie. He clearly thinks that he was born to be a rock god. Yngwie 
always knew he was destined for the spotlight. He writes with complete confidence that he was as good, or 
better, than any other guitarist. He also plays that way… 
 
Having said that, it was a very good read. Yngwie tells of his life growing up in Sweden, where he felt that he 
was destined for better things (i.e. Miami, Ferrari’s and Rolex’s). He pays tribute to his upbringing, his love of 
Fender Guitars, Marshall Amps, his wife… did I mention Miami, Ferrari’s and Rolex’s? There was a degree of 
repetition in what Yngwie says, but he generally writes with good humour which makes for an easy read. 
 
For all of the bad press Yngwie gets, it is easy to misinterpret his confidence as ego; his honesty as abrasive. 
In Relentless, he shows that he has a degree of humility (not a large degree, but at least it’s there). There’s a 
little bit there for the casual music fan, guitarists and the die-hard Yngwie worshipper.  
 
I enjoyed the book, both as a fan and a reader. 
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